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Game changers
A look at the technology and innovation currently 
making waves across the world of sport

A regional football association 
is tackling falling participation 
numbers by launching an innovative 
‘match-maker’ app in order to attract 
lapsed footballers back in the game.

Birmingham County Football 
Association’s (BCFA) Get Your Boots 
On is a new platform designed to help 
grassroots footballers find a “perfect 
match” for them and could transform 
the way the grassroots game connects.

The system brings players and 
teams together based on preferred 
playing times, locations, and 
formats, ultimately helping them 
find a suitable match for them on 
their mobile, tablet or smartphone.

Players who register their details 
onto the platform can select a 

specific format of football they wish 
to play; along with suitable days, 
times and locations. 

The 4,000 BCFA teams which will 
adopt Get Your Boots On will, in turn, 
be able to look for players to join them, 
making access to the game easier for 
players who might otherwise turn to 
other forms of recreational sport for 
fitness and to socialise.

 Chad Ehlertsen, BCFA chief 
executive said: “There is real focus 
to support the male grassroots 
game by ensuring teams have large 
enough squads and we see a real 
opportunity to develop women’s 
participation. We believe this new 
website can make it simple for those 
who want to join or get back into 
the game to ‘get their boots on’”.

Get your boots on

www.hok.com

Green designs
Global architects practice HOK has 
become the first design company 
to adopt the International Finance 
Corporation’s (IFC) Excellence in 
Design for Greater Efficiencies (EDGE) 
certification system.

EDGE is supported by software which 
enables project teams to determine 
the financial viability of sustainable 
strategies early in the design process. 
After determining the most cost-
effective options to reach the EDGE 
standards – such as reducing energy 
and water use by 20 per cent – project 
teams are able to use the certification 
system for verification. 

Certification is administered by the 
Green Building Certification Inc. (GBCI) 
– the body which certifies LEED projects.

HOK has signed a one-year deal to 
use EDGE and has committed to using 
the software on at least five projects in 
emerging markets over the next year.

Anica Landreneau, HOK’s director 
of sustainable design, said: “EDGE will 
be especially valuable for the design 
of sport, retail, residential, office, and 
healthcare buildings in developing 
countries, where passive design 
and practical solutions are essential 
strategies for sustainability.”

HOK will use EDGE on five projects

Players will be able to find matches on suitable days, times and locations

www.gybo.org.uk
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